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allowed to enter Haig's H.Q,. in France and keep him for
half an hour demanding, often with threats, a permit for a
trip to Passchendaele.

Next came Elias Nasser, the Cypriot who ran the hundred
and fifty lorries in the Jijiga garage and repair shops.
Every detail, certainly to the destination of the last lorry
and probably to the repository of the smallest tool, had to
be passed by Nasibu. Hours. . . .

After Nasser, judgments. Shirkers, drunks, thieves,
ravishers, unmannerly soldiers who shot at their fellows in
the lines, all came up to the Dedjazmatch for trial. He
not only directed every arm and service ; he was
courtmartial and arbitrator rolled into one. Nasibu
was quick and authoritative, but even so his time was
spent.

As we came up, we saw his tall figure on the wooden
upper balcony of the white-washed Gibbi at Jijiga. On
the ground below stood a man in chains. Nasibu, neat in
his khaki tunic and jodhpurs, dismissed the case with a
quick sweep of the forearm. But there were others
behind. . . .

We were summoned up to the General Staff room ; a
bare chamber, wooden floors, cheap wooden ceiling, pictures
of the Emperor and Empress in coronation robes. A few
wooden chairs and a bare wooden table. Nasibu came in
looking rather tired, swung on his khaki mantle, sat in a
chair and received us silently. We sat down uncom-
fortably and Denny burst into broken French. . . .

A khaki-clad secretary entered with a leather satchel.
The Dedjazmatch had to sign permits for somebody to
enter Jijiga and for somebody else to leave Jijiga, and for a
third to stay in Jijiga. Another permit for the Egyptian
Red Cross to import a certain amount of this kind of medi-
cines and a certain amount of that.

The General Staff were admitted.

I did not realise it at the time, but it was the General

. Staff who walked in, preserving Indian file.   I hope that

if they read these words they will forgive me for my lack of

recognition.   I learned to like all these three of the General

Staff.   They served Ethiopia well.

Leader of the column was an elderly, stout, short man in